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On Lick Creek, quick action is needed
now
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By AMANDA MATHIS and RODES HART

Save Lick Creek

It’s no secret that Lick Creek is one of the most pristine, beautiful waters in Hickman County. It
serves as a primary source of drinking water for our neighbors, for wildlife, and for the
livestock on multigenerational century farms along its banks. It is a natural playground for
those who fish, swim and come to enjoy its natural beauty.

However, if we don’t quickly take action, this special corner of the world, home to some of the
richest wildlife in Middle Tennessee, may soon become a sewer discharge channel for rich,
neighboring counties to deposit their waste.

According to official Water Authority of Dickson County documents (Table 11 — Preliminary
Engineering Report for WADC — December 2021), by the year 2025, 97.75 percent of the
sewage treated in this new plant and then dumped in Hickman County would come from
Dickson and Williamson counties.

This is a plan being pushed by the Water Authority of Dickson County (WADC) with no input
from Hickman County citizens. We must act now to stop this from happening.

In January, the Water Authority of Dickson County tacked a small sign onto a road sign, as you
cross the Highway 7 bridge, to notify nearby residents of plans to build a new wastewater
treatment facility with its discharge point on Lick Creek.
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Hickman County prides itself as being Nashville’s “Natural Playground,” known for our fresh
air, spring water and streams. Before we become other counties’ dumping ground, we believe
our citizens deserve a voice in the matter.

Unfortunately, the WADC has pursued this development secretly, in the dark, without regard
for Hickman County landowners and community members. The WADC has claimed to have
conducted a three-year study on the potential flooding impacts of the treatment plant, but the
report itself is nowhere to be found.

Lick Creek is one of the remaining “exceptional” waterways in Middle Tennessee as identified
by the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC). For generations,
countless Tennesseans have swum in its water, explored its banks and have drunk in its beauty.

On any given day, you can look up and find a bald eagle soaring high above the creek or study
its crystal clear waters to find a rich diversity of fish, mussels and other species limited to this
corner of the world. Lick Creek feeds into the Duck River, which holds the distinction of being
the most biodiverse river in North America.

The discharge of the proposed plant will likely have long term and lasting adverse impacts to
the water quality for the creek and the Duck River downstream, as well as endangering the
habitats of the rich wildlife diversity found along these banks. We should do everything we can
to preserve this special rural landscape rather than letting the WADC use Lick Creek as a
dumping ground of richer, overdeveloped communities upstream.

In the original permit request, the WADC showed no proposed industrial growth in Hickman
County, and the state asked them to include it in a resubmission. We believe in economic
growth for Hickman County — but intentional growth designed to benefit citizens of our
county. Nowhere does this plan show true economic development for Hickman County. The
time to act is now.

Because we know Lick Creek is home to many rare animals, including the bald eagle, the
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency needs to conduct a study to help us understand what
endangered species already call Lick Creek home and how a new wastewater treatment plant
would put them at risk.

Further, Hickman County Mayor Mark Bentley and the Hickman County Legislative Body need
to intervene to demand accountability from the WADC and the TDEC to pause this process so
the community can learn more. Finally, the Tennessee Department of Envi- ronment and
Conservation should practice due diligence and closely examine the negative impacts of this
development rather than act as a rubber stamp.

Friends of Lick Creek is formed by concerned citizens, multigenerational landowners and



people who are passionate about both Lick Creek and Hickman County. We believe that our
Hickman County economic development group got it right when they said “Hickman County is
a great place to live if you like fresh air, trees, fresh spring water, a rich river system, scenic
views, friendly people, small farms and small-town life. We’re blessed.” We want to make sure
that Lick Creek is preserved for generations of Hickman County residents to enjoy for decades
to come.

Let’s pursue smart growth that benefits all of us, preserve what makes us special and bring a
skeptical eye to anyone who only sees us as a place to dump their waste.

We will host a community meeting to share what we know on Friday, February 25th at 6 p.m.
at East Hickman Community Center, on Highway 100 in Lyles. Please plan to attend. We look
forward to hearing your thoughts and questions.

You can also learn more about how to get involved at our website, https:// savelickcreek.com/,
and our facebook group SaveLickCreek! Together, we can save Lick Creek from becoming just
another dumping ground for “neighboring” counties.
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