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Lick Creek citizens group is forming
Wastewater concern 
February 14, 2022
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Save Lick Creek, a citizens group, is forming to understand the proposal by Water Authority of
Dickson County (WADC) to place a wastewater treatment plant near Lick Creek and allow its effluent
to flow into the stream.

“We just don’t have a whole lot of answers at this point,” said Rodes Hart Jr., who has lived along the
creek for 18 years and has studied the history of the area. “We don’t know what to expect . . . we’re
trying to find out. We’ve called and asked. It’s a difficult discovery.”

He and Amanda Mathis are part of an informal group who are organizing the group. They expect one
or more public meetings to discuss the issue; any interested person is welcome. The group operates
savelickcreek.com.

“We need more information,” said Mathis, who said her grandfather grew up on Lick Creek; her family
farms along Duck River. “People depend on well water, spring water; we don’t know the impact.”

The proposed project became known in mid-January, when a public notice was affixed to two signs
along the long Tidwell Bridge above the creek, explaining that a state wastewater discharge permit had
been sought.
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Issuance of a proposed discharge permit is expected, according to the Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation’s Division of Water Resources, though the date for that is not known.
A public notice will follow. About 25 persons have requested a public hearing on the proposal, which
would come next.

The draft permit is expected to lay out where the discharge would enter the creek, and perhaps
information about the composition of the effluent that will emerge from the treatment plant into the
creek.

Several letter-writers, seeking a public hearing, have expressed outrage to the Water Resources
division, as published on its website.

Mathis and Hart said in an e-mail to the Times that the citizens group opposes the project at this point
because of a lack of information.

“I would call it more concern, because we just don’t know,” said Hart. “So it’s not outrage — if we knew
it was going to be a major adverse impact, yeah, it would be. But we don’t know that.”

Mathis said additional information about the proposal “and the need for the community to study it,
and the analysis” are the immediate needs.

“I want to see growth in Hickman County, but I want to see it done right,” she said. “When you look at
this proposal, the majority of what it is supporting and Williamson County and Dickson County
growth. We hope we can look at alternatives to support Hickman County growth.”

WADC operates a wastewater collection line in Highway 46, to East Hickman High, taking that
effluent back to Dickson. It also will operate another line, from highways 46 and 7 up Highway 100
East to a point near North Tidwell Road. A third project being sought by local officials would run a line
from Highway 46 to the three-campus East Hickman schools, on Highway 100.

Hart and Mathis said the group has contracted with an environmental consultant “to provide us with
research about the environmental process, issues and impacts of dumping wastewater into Lick
Creek.”

The state monitors effluent from wastewater treatment plans throughout the state; in Centerville —
which sends effluent into Duck River — samples of the treated effluent are submitted for examination
daily.

“It’s a very stringent process,” WADC Executive Director Michael Adams told the Times in late
January.

He said the treatment plant and creek discharge — in formulation for three years — is needed to serve
growing demand for sewer in Hickman County, and redirect some treated wastewater here from two
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other plans that are nearing capacity. WADC operates treatment plants in Dickson, White Bluff and
Fairview, discharging into nearby streams.
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